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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To provide water-retaining compsn. having excellent 
water-retention 

characteristics and air permeability for raising of paddy-rice seedling, 
consisting of hydrogel composed mainly of saponified substance of 
ethylene-vinyl ester-ethylenically unsaturated carboxylic acid copolymer 
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mineral or org. material. 


CONSTITUTION: (B) From 90 to 50wt% of mineral or org. material such 
as 

bentonite, palaite, peat moss is mixed with (A) from 10 to 50wt% of highly 
water-absorbing hydrogel having a particle size of from 20 to 150 mesh and a 
water absorption of from 10 to 1500 ; said hydrogel consisting mainly of 
saponified substance of a copolymer obtd. by copolymerizing ethylene (X), 
vinyl 

ester (Y) and ethylenically unsaturated carboxylic acid (Y) (or a derivative 
thereof) in such a proportion as to give a mole ratio of X to (Y+Z) of from 
0:100 to 15:85 and of Y to Z of from 20:80 to 80:20. 
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